
Sikstus Gusli

Makassar, 25-27 Juli 2019

SELECTING APPROPRIATE JOURNAL

FAMILIARIZING WITH the IN-HOUSE 
STYLES OF SELECTED JOURNALS 

KEY TO SUCCESSFUL MANUSCRIPT 
SUBMISSION





 Quality of your data

 Journal scope: are your findings within the target 
journal scope?

 Journal reputation/quality (impact factor, H-
index, where is it indexed, etc?)

 Who are the expected readers?

 Check acceptability through Journal Finders

 Check your references as a general guide

 Check the journal’s favorite topics in the last 3 
years

 Ask colleagues in the same field

 Publication fee



 Is your data publishable

 Are your findings new things?

 The “traffic light” principle:

1. Red to green (from not known to known/new)

2. Green to red (from known to doubt/unknown)

3. Green to green (reproving the known)→Not acceptable!

4. Red to red→Not acceptable!

 If 1 or 2, which journals would likely be 
interested?

 Check sample related articles

 Read the GFA



 The editor will reject manuscript whose 
data or findings are not within the journal 
scope

 Journal scope is available in the journal GFA 
or ItA. Read it carefully!

 Search (google it), which journals are likely 
to accept your manuscript?



 Journal rankings to reflect the place of a 
journal within its field, the relative difficulty of being 
published in that journal, and the prestige associated 
with it.

 Scietific journal ranking (SJR) SCimago
 SCimago vs Scopus:

 SCimago is publicly available; Scopus needs subscription.
 Scopus is an abstracting and citation database owned by 

Elsevier, an international publication group. Just like Web of 
Science and Google Scholar, Scopus also provides citation 
information

 Check the quality in SCimago (SCR, Impact factor -
generally journals with IF >2 is are very good, H-
index, Quartile) 

 The quartile: Q1, Q2, Q3, or Q4. Q1 indicates that the 
journal is in the top 25% of its subject category, while 
Q4 indicates it is in the bottom 25% of the journals in 
that category



 Many journals are technical & specific, such as 
Geoderma, Soil and Tillage Research, and Plant Soil

 Some journals are rather multidiciplines/less 
specific/more general, e.g. Plos One, World 
Development, Nature

 Other journals may be specific, but must be linked 
to development, e.g. Agronomy for Sustainable 
Development

 Although, journal distribution is now borderless (in 
the digital era), certain journals have more readers 
in certain countries → choose the right journal



Go to Journal Finders, for example:
 Elsevier JournalFinder,
 Springer Journal Suggester, 
 Enago Open Access Journal Finder, 
 Journal Selector. 
Then:

 Upload title, abstract and subject area
 Check for acceptability and estimate time 

required for review process, etc.



 Your references contain articles that 
come from different journals; you site 
them because they are relevant 

 The journal(s) that you cite the most 
could be the best journal for your article



 Google/google scholar it!

 Do not submit articles that are not 
within the interests of the journals

 This is often a helpful hint



Colleagues in the same field, especially 
those who have published a lot, are 
often very helpful to suggest the home 
journal for your article



 Some journals, like Soil and Tillage Research 
and Plant Soil accept both subscription (free 
publication fee, but paid off print) and open 
access (subject to publication fee, but free 
access)

 Other journals only accept open access. The 
charges vary from journal to journal



❑ You must read and familiarize yourself with GFA 
of the target journal before writing the manuscript.

❑ GFA of good journals provides (nearly) everything 
you need to know about the journal.

❑ Disobeying GFA ends up with manuscript 
rejection

❑ Read the newest GFA version 
❑ GFA is a complete help for you. It is absolutely 

necessary to read before preparing the manuscript
❑ Every journal has its own GFA. No standard GFA





Here, 
we will explore, why GFA of each 
journal is important,

we will only focus on certain parts of 
the selected GFAs (as examples) that 
are often ignored/overlooked/not 
understood by most beginners



To qualify for authorship, one should contribute 
to all of the followings:

1. Conception and design of the work, 
acquisition of data, or analysis and 
interpretation of data

2. Drafting the article or revising it critically for 
important intellectual content

3. Final approval of the revision to be published

4. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of 
the work

Authorship matters must be solved 

before writing the manuscript, or even 
before starting the research



1. Is your work publishable? (novelty/newness)

2. What type of manuscript to write?

3. Choose the target journal

4. Understand the journal requirements 

5. Pay attention on the article structure

6. Understand publication ethics 

GFA can help on these six things



“AGRONOMY FOR SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT” (ASDE)
(SPRINGER)

“SOIL &TILLAGE RESEARCH” 
(STR)
(ELSEVIER)

WE COMPARE STYLES OF THESE TWO JOURNALS, AND SOME

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES FROM PLOSONE, AGRICULTURAL SYSTEMS

& WORLD DEVELOPMENT



Once you have selected the target journal, you must carefully read the journal 
scope

STR scope (an example): This ISTRO-affiliated journal examines the physical, 
chemical and biological changes in the soil caused by tillage and field traffic. 
Manuscripts will be considered on aspects of soil science, physics, technology, 
mechanization and applied engineering for a sustainable balance among 
productivity, environmental quality and profitability. The following are 
examples of suitable topics within the scope of the journal of Soil and Tillage 
Research: The agricultural and biosystems engineering associated with tillage 
(including no-tillage, reduced-tillage and direct drilling), irrigation and 
drainage, crops and crop rotations, fertilization, rehabilitation of mine spoils 
and processes used to modify soils. Soil change effects on establishment and 
yield of crops, growth of plants and roots, structure and erosion of soil, cycling 
of carbon and nutrients, greenhouse gas emissions, leaching, runoff and other 
processes that affect environmental quality. Characterization or modeling of 
tillage and field traffic responses, soil, climate, or topographic effects, soil 
deformation processes, tillage tools, traction devices, energy requirements, 
economics, surface and subsurface water quality effects, tillage effects on weed, 
pest and disease control, and their interactions.



ASDE STR

 Research articles, 

 Review articles, and 

 Meta-analyses

The findings should be located 
at the interface of Agriculture 
and Sust. Development: 
see Aims and Scope for 
specific topics

 Original research 
papers (Regular Papers)

 Review articles

 Short Communications

 Book reviews



Original research papers should report the results of 
original research. The material should not have been 
previously published elsewhere, except in a 
preliminary form.

Review articles should cover subjects falling within the scope of the journal which 
are of active current interest. They may be submitted or invited.
A Short Communication is a concise but complete description of a limited 
investigation, which will not be included in a later paper. Short 
Communications should be as completely documented, both by reference 
to the literature and description of the experimental procedures employed, 
as a regular paper. They should not occupy more than 6 printed pages 
(about 12 manuscript pages, including figures, tables and references).
Book Reviews will be included in the journal on a range of relevant books which 
are not more than 2 years old. Book reviews are solicited by the Editors-in-
Chief. Please contact one of the Editors-in-Chief. E-mail contact details 
at:http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/journaleditorialboard.cws_home/
503318/editorialboard



Research article Review article Meta analysis
Sections 1. Introduction

2. Materails and methods
3. Results and discussion
4. Conclusions

Contents
1. Introduction
2. First section
X. Conclusion

1. Introduction
2. Materails and methods
3. Results and discussion
4. Conclusions

Page numb. <15 pages, Times 11, 1.5 sp Unlimited <15 pages, Times 11, 1.5 sp

Font & spac Times 11, 1.5 spacing

References < 30; must have the DOI Must have the DOI Must have the DOI 

Abstract <300 words
Structured in 3 parts:
1. Backgr/issues/hypot
2. Experimental
3. Results/novelty

<300 words
Structured in 3 parts:
1. Background/issues
2. Major advances

<300 words
Structured in 3 parts:
1. Backgrnd/issues/hypot
2. Experimental
3. Results/novelty

Cover letter Must explain the novelty Must expl. the interest Must explain the novelty

Figs &tables 5 max incl. 2 tables max Unlimited 5 max incl. 2 tables max 

Color photo Mandatory in the Introduction

Fig. caption > 3 sentences

Fig. format Y axis title horizontal; no symbol legend



GENERAL

Research articles should report the results of original research. The material 
should not have been previously published or submitted for publication 
elsewhere. Research articles should focus on one major discovery supported 
by 2-4 results.

NOVELTY

The novelty, or difference of the major finding versus current knowledge 
should be clearly explained in:

- the Cover letter to the Editor-in-Chief;

- the Abstract;

- the end of the Results and Discussion section;

- the Conclusion section.

To explain the novelty, authors should first state what is already known 
(current knowledge), then state what is the added value of the main finding. 
Novelty claims should be made in an affirmative way, using for instance 
“Here we show for the first time that ...”, or “This is the first...” Only articles 
that show an outstanding added value will be sent for in-depth evaluation. 



Submission declaration and verification (STR)
Submission of an article implies that the work 
described has not been published previously (except 
in the form of an abstract or as part of a published 
lecture or academic thesis or as an electronic preprint, 
see 'Multiple, redundant or concurrent publication' 
section of our ethics policy for more information), 
that it is not under consideration for publication 
elsewhere, that its publication is approved by all 
authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible 
authorities where the work was carried out, and that, 
if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the 
same form, in English or in any other language, 
including electronically without the written consent 
of the copyright-holder. To verify originality, your 
article may be checked by the originality detection 
service Crossref Similarity Check.

https://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/policies-and-ethics
https://www.elsevier.com/editors/plagdetect


 All manuscripts should be written in high-
quality American English. 

 Non-English native authors should seek 
appropriate help from English-writing 
professionals before submission. 

 The journal may ask authors to provide a 
certificate from an English language 
proofreading service, ensuring correct grammar 
and typographical error corrections (i.e., 
punctuation, spelling, inconsistencies…) to help 
authors present a clear and scientific message. 



Language (usage and editing services)

Please write your text in good English (American
or British usage is accepted, but not a mixture of 
these). Authors who feel their English language 
manuscript may require editing to eliminate 
possible grammatical or spelling errors and to 
conform to correct scientific English may wish to 
use the English Language Editing service
available from Elsevier's WebShop. 

http://webshop.elsevier.com/languageediting/


The manuscript should contain the following items (in the same order):

- Article title

- Full first and last names of authors with an asterisk “*” highlighting the 
corresponding author; postal addresses; e-mail address of the corresponding 
author

- Abstract (less than 300 words)

- List of keywords (maximum 10)

- 1. Introduction

- 2. Materials and methods (including subsections - 2.1, 2.2...)

- 3. Results and discussion (including topical subsections - 3.1, 3.2...)

- 4. Conclusion

- Acknowledgments

- Declaration on conflict of interest 

- References

- Statement of data availability (see in section 11. below what is expected here)

Other sections such as annexes and appendices are not accepted. 

Separated "results" and "discussion" sections are not accepted. 



 The text length of research articles is limited to 15 pages, 
excluding figures, tables and references.

 The number of literature references is limited to 30. 

 All text should be written in a concise and integrated way, 
by focusing on major points, findings, breakthrough or 
discoveries, and their broad significance. 

 All running text should be in Times 11 or Times New 
Roman 11, with 1.5 line spacing.

 Figure and table captions must be self-explanatory and they 
should be written in Times 10 or Times New Roman 10. 

 Lines, as well as every page of the manuscript, including 
the title page, references, tables, etc. should be numbered. 



 Papers should have a minimum of 4,500 words and 
not exceed approximately 10,000 words, exclusive of 
References, Endnotes, Figures and Tables, etc.

 Invited only Review Articles may be between 8,000 -
15,000 words. 

 Please ensure that the file uploaded is an editable 
file i.e. a word document rather than PDF.

 The Abstract, Acknowledgements, Text, References 
and Endnotes must be double-spaced.



Manuscripts should be prepared with numbered 
lines, with wide margins and double line spacing 
throughout, i.e. also for abstracts, footnotes and 
references. Every page of the manuscript, 
including the title page, references, tables, etc. 
should be numbered. However, in the text no 
reference should be made to page numbers; if 
necessary, one may refer to sections. 

Line numbers are also required by other journals



It is important that the file be saved in the native format of the word 
processor used. The text should be in single-column format. Keep the 
layout of the text as simple as possible. Most formatting codes will be 
removed and replaced on processing the article. In particular, do not 
use the word processor's options to justify text or to hyphenate 
words. However, do use bold face, italics, subscripts, superscripts etc. 
When preparing tables, if you are using a table grid, use only one grid 
for each individual table and not a grid for each row. If no grid is 
used, use tabs, not spaces, to align columns. The electronic text should 
be prepared in a way very similar to that of conventional manuscripts 
(see also the Guide to Publishing with Elsevier: 
http://www.elsevier.com/guidepublication). Note that source files 
of figures, tables and text graphics will be required whether or not 
you embed your figures in the text. See also the section on Electronic 
artwork. 
To avoid unnecessary errors you are strongly advised to use the 
'spell-check' and 'grammar-check' functions of your word processor.

http://www.elsevier.com/guidepublication


ASDE:

The title of research articles should be 
concise and informative and focused on the 
main scientific discovery. 

STR:

Concise and informative. Titles are often used in 
information-retrieval systems. Avoid 
abbreviations and formulae where possible.



PlosOne:

 Manuscripts must be submitted with both a full 
title and a short title, which will appear at the top 
of the PDF upon publication if accepted. 

 Only the full title should be included in the 
manuscript file; the short title will be entered 
during the online submission process. 

 The full title must be 250 characters or fewer. It 
should be specific, descriptive, concise, and 
comprehensible to readers outside the subject 
field. Avoid abbreviations if possible. Where 
appropriate, authors should include the species or 
model system used (for biological papers) or type 
of study design (for clinical papers).





Abstract contains complete elements, of the 
article, i.e. short background, aim, method, 
results & discussion, and conclusion. Doing 
that, the Abstract becomes a stand alone 
section.



 The research articles abstract of less than 300 words should 
report concisely on the main scientific breakthrough. 

 The abstract should not contain abbreviations nor literature 
references. 

 The abstract is structured in three parts: 
 The Introduction section, it thus gives the background, the global and 

specific issues, and the hypothesis (about 3-4 sentences). 

 The Experimental section, it gives a brief overview of the experiments 
or surveys (about 2-3 sentences). 

 The Results and discussion section. It gives the 1-2 major results 
using precise trends and data, then the interpretation of those results, 
then the claimed novelty of those results versus current knowledge, 
then the basic or applied benefits of those results for sustainable 
agriculture. 

 Novelty claims should be made in an affirmative way, 
using for instance “Here we show that ...”, “Here we 
demonstrate that ...” or “This is the first...” 



Visual examinations and soil physical and hydraulic properties for assessing soil structural quality of soils with contrasting textures and land uses

Mansonia Pulido Moncada, Letiane Helwig Penning, Luis Carlos Timm, Donald Gabrielsb, Wim M. Cornelis

Highlights

•Reliable semi-quantitative methods to assess soil structural quality.

•Visual examination methods as encouraging estimators of soil physical properties.

•SOC per se is not always well related to the soil structural quality.

•Evidence of tillage effect on soil structure from visual examinations.

Abstract

This study evaluates the use and the ability of visual examinations for assessing soil structural quality (SSQ) in soils with contrasting textures and under 
different land uses. The study searched for similarities in SSQ class between visual examinations and soil physical and hydraulic properties (soil organic 
carbon (SOC), aggregate stability, bulk density, porosity, plant available water capacity (PAWC) and unsaturated and saturated hydraulic conductivity), as 
well as the statistical relationships between them. The visual examinations used were the visual evaluation of soil structure (VESS), the visual soil 
assessment (VSA), the visual assessment of aggregate stability and the visual type of aggregates index. The latter is proposed as a new visual index for 
assessing SSQ. Samples were taken on a sandy loam and a silt loam soil, both under cereal monoculture (CM) and permanent pasture (PP), with 
conventional tillage and no tillage, respectively. Visual examination methods indicated significant differences between CM and PP in the silt loam soil 
(0.01 < P < 0.05), which were confirmed by significant differences in soil porosity and PAWC values. Wet sieving and the visual type of aggregates index 
were similar in identifying differences between land uses in both soils. Measurements of the visual type of aggregates index and of the hydraulic 
conductivity at different pressure heads were similar in indicating the soil structure condition of the soils. In the silt loam soil, the visual examinations were 
most related to properties such as SOC, PAWC, aggregate stability and porosity, whereas in the sandy loam soil they were most associated with water flow 
properties. The present study demonstrated that visual examinations are reliable semi-quantitative methods to assess SSQ and could be considered as 
promising visual predictors of soil physical properties (0.33 < R2 < 0.95). Finally, from the dissimilarities in terms of soil quality found with the VSA, VESS 
and porosity compare to the amount of SOC, SOC should be used cautiously as a sole indicator for soil structural quality as has been proposed in the 
literature, because SOCper se is not always well related to soil structural quality.

Abbreviations

AC, air capacity; BD, bulk density; CM, cereal monoculture under conventional tillage; Ks, saturated hydraulic conductivity; K(h), unsaturated hydraulic 
conductivity; LP, laboratory permeameter; MacP, macropores; MicP, Pmicropores; MWD, mean weight diameter; PAWC, plant available water 
capacity; PP, permanent pasture; SOC, soil organic carbon; SWRC, soil water retention curve; TI, tension infiltrometer; TPV, total pore 
volume; VESS, visual evaluation of soil structure; VSA, visual soil assessment

Keywords

Visual soil evaluation; Type of aggregates; Soil hydraulic conductivity; Aggregate stability

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01671987
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01671987/140/supp/C
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01671987
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01671987/140/supp/C
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167198714000312
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167198714000312
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167198714000312
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167198714000312
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167198714000312#aff0010
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167198714000312


Abstracts, max 300 words, clearly written to convey the salient 
features of your paper, they should include:

• A sentence or two at the beginning to provide a basic 
introduction to your work, phrased so as to be understandable 
to anyone interested in development;

• One sentence that provides more detailed information of 
interest to practitioners and scholars working on development;

• One or two sentences clearly stating the specific question and 
the general problem your study will address;

• One to two sentences highlighting the methods/approach
your study uses and if there is a distinctive aspect to the 
methods;

• One to two sentences summarising the main result (please use 
the phrase, "Our study finds," or We show" or an equivalent);



• Two sentences explaining the scholarly and/or practical 
significance of the main results and findings, especially as 
compared to what is already known; and finally,

• One to two sentences that situate the results and their 
importance in a more general context. 

Keywords -- up to six (on the same page as the Abstract). 

Highlights

Provide 3-5 highlights that clearly and succinctly convey the 
key findings of your paper. Each highlight should be no more 
than 125 characters (without spaces).--on a separate page and 
doublespaced.



Although a graphical abstract is optional, its use is 
encouraged as it draws more attention to the online article. 
The graphical abstract should summarize the contents of 
the article in a concise, pictorial form designed to capture 
the attention of a wide readership. Graphical abstracts 
should be submitted as a separate file in the online 
submission system. Image size: Please provide an image 
with a minimum of 531 × 1328 pixels (h × w) or 
proportionally more. The image should be readable at a size 
of 5 × 13 cm using a regular screen resolution of 96 dpi. 
Preferred file types: TIFF, EPS, PDF or MS Office files. You 
can view Example Graphical Abstracts on our information 
site.
Authors can make use of Elsevier's Illustration Services to 
ensure the best presentation of their images and in 
accordance with all technical requirements.

https://www.elsevier.com/graphicalabstracts
http://webshop.elsevier.com/illustration-services/


A Graphical Abstract is a single, concise, pictorial 
and visual summary of the main findings of the 
article. This could either be the concluding figure 
from the article or a figure that is specially 
designed for the purpose, which captures the 
content of the article for readers at a single glance. 
Please see examples below.

The following four slides show examples of 
graphical abstracts from various journals





Science of the Total Environment 551-552 (2016) 357-366 Elsevier



Highlights are mandatory for this journal. They 
consist of a short collection of bullet points that 
convey the core findings of the article and should 
be submitted in a separate editable file in the 
online submission system. Please use 'Highlights' 
in the file name and include 3 to 5 bullet points 
(maximum 85 characters, including spaces, per 
bullet point). You can view example Highlights on 
our information site.

https://www.elsevier.com/highlights


 Corn residue improved soil aggregate stability 

compared to soybean residue.

 No-till, compared to chisel tillage, improve soil

cohesion in the surface layer.

 Soil organic C is a good predictor of both soil 

aggregate stability and cohesion.

 Chisel-tilled fields yielded 20 times more sediment 

loss than no-till fields.

Highlights

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.still.2017.12.009
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.still.2017.12.009
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/agricultural-and-biological-sciences/soil-aggregates
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/agricultural-and-biological-sciences/no-till-farming
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/agricultural-and-biological-sciences/soil-conditioner


Subdivision - numbered sections

Divide your article into clearly defined and 
numbered sections. Subsections should be 
numbered 1.1 (then 1.1.1, 1.1.2, ...), 1.2, etc. (the 
abstract is not included in section numbering). 
Use this numbering also for internal cross-
referencing: do not just refer to 'the text'. Any 
subsection may be given a brief heading. Each 
heading should appear on its own separate line.



STR:
State the objectives of the work and provide an 
adequate background, avoiding a detailed 
literature survey or a summary of the results.

ASDE:
 As STR, but for both research and review 

articles, the Introduction section must contain 
1-2 color figures or photos that reveal the 
main topic of the article to a wide audience

 Remember, for research article, maximum 
only five total figures + tables allowed



Provide sufficient details to allow the work to be 
reproduced by an independent researcher.

Methods that are already published should be 
summarized, and indicated by a reference. 

If quoting directly from a previously published 
method, use quotation marks and also cite the 
source. 

Any modifications to existing methods should 
also be described.



STR ASDE

 R & D may be separated or 
combined

 Results should be clear and 
concise. 
(Clear illustrations and concise 
texts)

 Discussion:

 It should explore the 
significance of the results of 
the work, not repeat them

 Avoid extensive citations 
and discussion of published 
literature

 R & D must be 
combined in the same 
section

 Separated "results" and 
"discussion" sections 
are not accepted.



The main conclusions of the study may be 
presented in:

▪ a short Conclusions section, which may stand alone, 
or 

▪ form a subsection of a Discussion or Results and 
Discussion section.

But, for ASDE, Conclusion section must be 
provided



Title
Concise and informative. Titles are often used in information-retrieval systems. Avoid abbreviations and formulae 

where possible.

Author names and affiliations
Please clearly indicate the given name(s) and family name(s) of each author and check that 
all names are accurately spelled. Present the authors' affiliation addresses (where the 
actual work was done) below the names. Indicate all affiliations with a lowercase 
superscript letter immediately after the author's name and in front of the appropriate 
address. Provide the full postal address of each affiliation, including the country name 
and, if available, the e-mail address of each author. 

Corresponding author
Clearly indicate who will handle correspondence at all stages of refereeing and publication, also post-publication. 

Ensure that the e-mail address is given and that contact details are kept up to date by the corresponding author. 

Present/permanent address
If an author has moved since the work described in the article was done, or was visiting at 
the time, a 'Present address' (or 'Permanent address') may be indicated as a footnote to that 
author's name. The address at which the author actually did the work must be retained as 
the main, affiliation address. Superscript Arabic numerals are used for such footnotes. 



Collate acknowledgements in a separate section at 
the end of the article before the references and do 
not, therefore, include them on the title page, as a 
footnote to the title or otherwise. 

List here those individuals who provided help 
during the research (e.g., providing language help, 
writing assistance or proof reading the article, etc.).

You are requested to identify who provided 
financial support for the conduct of the research 
and/or preparation of the article and to briefly 
describe the role of the sponsor(s), if any, in study 
design; in the collection, analysis and 
interpretation of data; in the writing of the report; 
and in the decision to submit the article for 
publication. If the funding source(s) had no such 
involvement then this should be stated.



 In general abbreviations should be avoided in 
the main text because they decrease article 
readability and impact. 

 Only 1-2 common abbreviations such as DNA 
or LED are accepted in the main text.  

 When their use is essential, abbreviations must 
be explained when they first appear in the text. 

 Abbreviations in figures, tables and equations 
are accepted only if there is not enough space to 
write full words. Here, abbreviations should be 
explained in figure and table captions, or after 
equations. 



Define abbreviations that are not standard in 
this field in a footnote to be placed on the first 
page of the article. 

Such abbreviations that are unavoidable in the 
abstract must be defined at their first mention 
there, as well as in the footnote. 

Ensure consistency of abbreviations throughout 
the article.



ASDE:
Footnotes in the running text and in tables are 
not accepted. Table footnotes should be included 
in the table caption. 

STR:
Footnotes should be used sparingly. Number 
them consecutively throughout the article. Many 
word processors can build footnotes into the 
text, and this feature may be used. Otherwise, 
please indicate the position of footnotes in the 
text and list the footnotes themselves separately 
at the end of the article. Do not include footnotes 
in the Reference list.



 Data description in the text, tables and figures 
should follow the International System of 
Units, as it is the most widely used system of 
measurement. 

 The choice of another system of units may be 
tolerated if it is explained and argued clearly. 



For review articles please follow the general instructions for research 
articles, with the following exceptions:

 The page number may surpass 15;

 The figure and table numbers are not limited. 

 The title should end by “A review”

 The abstract of less than 300 words should contain two parts: the first 
part should give general and global issues, then specific and scientific 
issues in about 5-6 sentences. The second part should start by, e.g., “Here 
we review… The major points are the following: 1)… 2)…”. Those points 
are the major advances demonstrated in the article by literature analysis. 
The reader should clearly understand the added value of those advances. 

 The first section of the article should be “1. Introduction”, and the last 
section “X. Conclusion”. All sections and sub-sections should be 
numbered. At the end of each section, authors are advised to propose a 
concise view of the novelty described and/or the main research 
hypotheses addressed by the reviewed knowledge.

 A Contents should be inserted after the list of keywords, before the 
introduction section.



Citation

Cite references in the text by name and year in 
parentheses. Some examples:  

 Negotiation research spans many disciplines 
(Thompson 1990). → No comma used

 This result was later contradicted by Becker 
and Seligman (1996). 

 This effect has been widely studied (Abbott 
1991; Barakat et al. 1995; Kelso and Smith 1998; 
Medvec et al. 1993). →No comma used



Reference list 

The list of references should only include works 
that are cited in the text and that have been 
published or accepted for publication. Personal 
communications and unpublished works should 
only be mentioned in the text. Do not use 
footnotes or endnotes as a substitute for a 
reference list. Reference list entries should be 
alphabetized by the last names of the first author 
of each work. The DOI should be indicated when 
available. 



Journal article 

Eden M, Gerke HH, Houot S (2017) Organic waste 
recycling in agriculture and related effects on soil water 
retention and plant available water: a review. Agron
Sustain Dev 37 (2):21. doi:10.1007/s13593-017-0419-9

Ideally, the names of all authors should be provided, but 
the usage of “et al” in long author lists will also be 
accepted: 

Lamichhane JR, Durr C, Schwanck AA et al. (2017) 
Integrated management of damping-off diseases. A 
review. Agron Sustain Dev 37 (2):25. 
doi:10.1007/s13593-017-0417-y 



Article by DOI 

Coqueret V, Le Bot J, Larbat R et al. (2017). Nitrogen nutrition of 
tomato plant alters leafminer dietary intake dynamics. J Insect 
Physiol. doi:10.1016/j.jinsphys.2017.04.002

Book

Mengel K, Kirkby EA (1987) Principles of plant nutrition. 
International Potash Institute, Bern

Book chapter 

García-Tejero I.F., Durán-Zuazo V.H., Muriel-Fernández J.L. et 
al. (2011) Water and Sustainable Agriculture. In: Water and 
Sustainable Agriculture. SpringerBriefs in Agriculture. Springer, 
Dordrecht, pp. 1-94 



Online document 

Cartwright J (2007) Big stars have weather too. 
IOP Publishing PhysicsWeb. 
http://physicsweb.org/articles/news/11/6/16/
1. Accessed 26 June 2007

Dissertation

Alloush GA (1990) The mechanism of 
mobilization of iron from soil minerals in the 
rhizosphere of Cicer arietinum L. Dissertation, 
University of Leeds



Always use the standard abbreviation of a journal’s name 
according to the ISSN List of Title Word Abbreviations, see 
http://www.issn.org/services/online-services/access-to-
the-ltwa/

For authors using EndNote, an output style that supports the 
formatting of in-text citations and reference list is available 
at: http://endnote.com/downloads/style/agronomy-
sustainable-development. The authors should check very 
carefully that references cited in the text are in match with 
the reference list; and that all references in the list are really 
cited in the text. The accuracy of references should also be 
carefully checked.



Color figure in the introduction section
For both research and review articles, the introduction 
must contain one figure including 1-2 color photos. The 
photo(s) should reveal the main topic of the article to a 
wide audience. 

Number of tables and figures
For research articles, the number of tables plus figures 
is limited to 5, including a maximum of 2 tables and the 
introduction color figure. For articles at the interface 
with social sciences, a higher number of tables and 
figures may be tolerated, if duly justified by the authors 
in the cover letter. For review articles, there is no 
limitation of tables/figures number.  



Colors
Color illustrations are accepted at no charge both for the 
electronic version and the printed version of the journal. 

Format
 The titles of figure and axes should be bold. 
 The Y-axis title should be written horizontally at the 

above-left of the graph, when possible.
 Preferably, a graph should contain a maximum of 3 

curves. 
 Symbol legends are not accepted; the name of a curve 

should be written in the graph, beside the corresponding 
curve, using arrows if necessary. 

 Regression equations should not appear on the graph, but 
rather at the end of the caption



Authors are encouraged to use contrasting colours (red, blue, green…) to increase 
the readability of the figures. 
Do not use faint lines and/or lettering and check that all lines and lettering within 
the figures are legible at final size.
Do not use background lines.
All lines should be at least 1 pt wide. 



Lettering
 To add lettering, it is best to use Helvetica or Arial (sans serif 

fonts).
 Keep lettering consistently sized throughout your final-sized 

artwork, usually about 2–3 mm (8–12 pt).
 Variance of type size within an illustration should be minimal, 

e.g., do not use 8-pt type on an axis and 20-pt type for the axis 
label.

 Avoid effects such as shading, outline letters, etc.
 Do not include titles or captions within your illustrations. 

Numbering
 All figures are to be numbered using Arabic numerals.
 Figures should always be cited in text in consecutive numerical 

order.
 Figure parts should be denoted by lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.) 

and the placement of letters in the figure parts should be 
consistent throughout the paper (i.e. preferably top left) 



Captions

 A “scheme” or “photo” should be named “figure”.

 Figure captions should be self-explanatory and 
must contain a brief description of the main 
scientific point of the figure, using 1–2 well 
thought sentences: a figure should be almost 
understandable without reading the main body 
text of the article. 

 The characters should be in Times or Times New 
Roman with an appropriate size to be readable 
after 50% reduction. 

 Do not refer to colors in the captions in case 
readers print in black and white 



Resolution and quality
Figures and tables should be of high quality.
 Scanned line drawings and line drawings in bitmap format 

should have a minimum resolution of 1200 dpi. 
 Combination artwork should have a minimum resolution 

of 600 dpi 
 Halftones should have a minimum resolution of 300 dpi

Figure Placement and Size 
 Tables and figures should be uploaded as separated files at 

the submission stage. Their place in the manuscript should 
be clearly indicated by authors.   

 When preparing your figures, size figures to fit in the 
column width. 

 The figures should be 39 mm, 84 mm, 129 mm, or 174 mm 
wide and not higher than 234 mm. 



Permissions
If you include figures that have already been published elsewhere, 
you must obtain permission from the copyright owner(s) for both 
the print and online format. Please be aware that some publishers do 
not grant electronic rights for free and that Springer will not be able 
to refund any costs that may have occurred to receive these 
permissions. In such cases, material from other sources should be 
used.  

Accessibility
In order to give people of all abilities and disabilities access to the 
content of your figures, please make sure that  
 All figures have descriptive captions (blind users could then use 

a text-tospeech software or a text-to-Braille hardware)
 Patterns are used instead of or in addition to colors for conveying 

information (color-blind users would then be able to distinguish 
the visual elements) 

 Any figure lettering has a contrast ratio of at least 4.5:1



 Supplementary materials should not be used to support the 
author main conclusion. 

 ASD does not allow data, graphs, schemes, photos, short 
tables and common figures as supplementary materials. 

 ASD allows only two categories of supplementary 
materials: videos (V) and audios (A). Videos and audios 
should explain a method, procedure or experiment in fine 
details, in order to ease replication by readers. Videos and 
audios can also show an author interview explaining issues 
and findings to the public. 

 Supplementary materials should be inserted at the end of a 
manuscript with a caption explaining in details the content, 
with at least five sentences, e.g. Video 1:… Audio 1:… 



Upon acceptance of your article you will receive a link to the 
special Author Query Application at Springer’s web page where 
you can sign the Copyright Transfer Statement online and indicate 
whether you wish to order OpenChoice or offprints. Once the 
Author Query Application has been completed, your article will be 
processed and you will receive the proofs. 

Open Choice 

In addition to the normal publication process (whereby an article is 
submitted to the journal and access to that article is granted to 
customers who have purchased a subscription), Springer provides 
an alternative publishing option: Springer Open Choice. A Springer 
Open Choice article receives all the benefits of a regular 
subscription-based article, but in addition is made available 
publicly through Springer’s online platform SpringerLink. We 
regret that Springer Open Choice cannot be ordered for published 
articles. 



Copyright transfer 

Authors will be asked to transfer copyright of the article to the Publisher (or 
grant the Publisher exclusive publication and dissemination rights). This 
will ensure the widest possible protection and dissemination of information 
under copyright laws. 

Open Choice articles do not require transfer of copyright as the copyright 
remains with the author. In opting for open access, they agree to the 
Springer Open Choice Licence. 

Offprints

Offprints can be ordered by the corresponding author. 

Proof reading

The purpose of the proof is to check for typesetting or conversion errors and 
the completeness and accuracy of the text, tables and figures. Substantial 
changes in content, e.g., new results, corrected values, title and authorship, 
are not allowed. After online publication, further changes can only be made 
in the form of an Erratum, which will be hyperlinked to the article. 



Continuous Article Publishing

The article is published online after receipt of the corrected proofs. 
This is the first official publication citable with the DOI. Manuscripts 
are immediately assigned to the current issue. As a consequence, the 
final page and issue numbers are defined immediately. After release 
of the printed version, the article can also be cited by volume and 
article number. 

Sharing your article

Upon acceptance, authors will be asked to provide ten email 
addresses of colleagues who will receive a complimentary copy of 
the PDF of the paper. We disseminate information about published 
papers via social networks (blog, twitter, Google+). Authors can post 
shareable link online on social media or any platform to give 
everyone access to a read-only version of the full-text article 
(SharedIt initiative). 



Green Open Access

Self-archiving

Authors can deposit the  accepted  version  of their manuscript on 
their personal webpage on condition that it is not the publisher 
(Springer) version and that they provide the publisher’s web link 
and the DOI. 

Institutional archiving

All articles published in Agronomy for Sustainable Development are 
automatically deposited in an open repository (HAL, 
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/ARINRA-AGRODEV/) 12 months 
after online publication. The articles are available for free in the 
publisher version. Authors can deposit their manuscript on their 
Institute/University repository 12 months after online publication on 
condition that it is not the publisher (Springer) version and that 
they provide the publisher’s web link and the DOI.



ASD data policy

Following a Springer Nature initiative, Agronomy for Sustainable 
Development adopted a standardised research data policy: the 
Research Data Policy Type 2. 

Specifically, a submission to ASD implies that materials described in 
the manuscript, including all relevant raw data, will be freely 
available to any researcher wishing to use them for 
noncommercial purposes, without breaching participant 
confidentiality. ASD strongly encourages that all datasets on which 
the conclusions of the paper rely should be available to readers. We 
encourage authors to ensure that their datasets are deposited in 
publicly available repositories (where available and appropriate) 
whenever possible. The selection of the repository is the authors’ 
responsibility. ASD does not accept datasets as supplementary 
material.



Data availability statement 

The journal encourages authors to provide a statement of data 
availability in their article. Data availability statements should 
include information on where data supporting the results 
reported in the article can be found, including, where applicable, 
hyperlinks to publicly archived datasets analysed or generated 
during the study. Data availability statements can also indicate 
whether data are available on request from the authors and 
where no data are available, if appropriate.

Data Availability statements can take one of the following forms 
(or a combination of more than one if required for multiple 
datasets):

1. The datasets generated during and/or analysed during the current 
study are available in the [NAME] repository, [PERSISTENT WEB 
LINK TO DATASETS]



2. The datasets generated during and/or analysed during the current study are not 
publicly available due [REASON WHY DATA ARE NOT PUBLIC] but are 
available from the corresponding author on reasonable request.

3. The datasets generated during and/or analysed during the current study are 
available from the corresponding author on reasonable request. 

4. Data sharing not applicable to this article as no datasets were generated or 
analysed during the current study.

5. All data generated or analysed during this study are included in this published 
article.

Please see Springer Nature’s website for detailed information about:

-data policy types (http://www.springernature.com/gp/authors/research-data-
policy/datapolicy-types)

-list of repositories

(http://www.springernature.com/gp/authors/research-datapolicy/repositories)

-examples of data availabity statements

(http://www.springernature.com/gp/authors/research-data-policy/data-
availabilitystatements)



Authors must disclose all relationships or interests that 
could have direct or potential influence or impart bias on 
the work. Although an author may not feel there is any 
conflict, disclosure of relationships and interests provides 
a more complete and transparent process, leading to an 
accurate and objective assessment of the work. Awareness 
of a real or perceived conflicts of interest is a perspective 
to which the readers are entitled. This is not meant to 
imply that a financial relationship with an organization 
that sponsored the research or compensation received for 
consultancy work is inappropriate. Examples of potential 
conflicts of interests that are directly or indirectly related 
to the research may include but are not limited to the 
following:



Examples of potential conflicts of interests …. :

 Research grants from funding agencies (please give the research funder 
and the grant number)

 Honoraria for speaking at symposia

 Financial support for attending symposia

 Financial support for educational programs

 Employment or consultation

 Support from a project sponsor

 Position on advisory board or board of directors or other type of 
management relationships

 Multiple affiliations

 Financial relationships, e.g. equity ownership or investment interest

 Intellectual property rights (e.g. patents, copyrights and royalties from 
such rights)

 Holdings of spouse and/or children that may have financial interest in the 
work



The corresponding author will include a summary statement in 
the text of the manuscript in a separate section before the 
reference list, that reflects what is recorded in the potential 
conflict of interest disclosure form(s).

See below examples of disclosures:

 Funding: This study was funded by X (grant number X).

 Conflict of Interest: Author A has received research grants 
from Company A. Author B has received a speaker 
honorarium from Company X and owns stock in Company 
Y. Author C is a member of committee Z.

If no conflict exists, the authors should state:

Conflict of Interest: The authors declare that they have no 
conflict of interest.



This journal is committed to upholding the 
integrity of the scientific record. As a member of 
the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) the 
journal will follow the COPE guidelines on how 
to deal with potential acts of misconduct. Authors 
should refrain from misrepresenting research 
results which could damage the trust in the 
journal, the professionalism of scientific 
authorship, and ultimately the entire scientific 
endeavour.



Maintaining integrity of the research and its presentation can be 
achieved by following the rules of good scientific practice, which 
include:

 The manuscript has not been submitted to more than one 
journal for simultaneous consideration.

 The manuscript has not been published previously (partly or in 
full), unless the new work concerns an expansion of previous 
work (please provide transparency on the re-use of material to 
avoid the hint of text-recycling (“self-plagiarism”)).

 A single study is not split up into several parts to increase the 
quantity of submissions and submitted to various journals or to 
one journal over time (e.g. “salami-publishing”).

 No data have been fabricated or manipulated (including 
images) to support your conclusions



 No data, text, or theories by others are presented as if they were 
the author’s own (“plagiarism”). Proper acknowledgements to 
other works must be given (this includes material that is closely 
copied (near verbatim), summarized and/or paraphrased), 
quotation marks are used for verbatim copying of material, and 
permissions are secured for material that is copyrighted.

 Important note: the journal may use software to screen for 
plagiarism.

 Consent to submit has been received explicitly from all co-
authors, as well as from the responsible authorities - tacitly or 
explicitly - at the institute/organization where the work has been 
carried out, before the work is submitted.

 Authors whose names appear on the submission have 
contributed sufficiently to the scientific work and therefore share 
collective responsibility and accountability for the results. 



 Authors are strongly advised to ensure the correct author group, 
corresponding author, and order of authors at submission. Changes of 
authorship or in the order of authors are not accepted after acceptance 
of a manuscript. 

 Adding and/or deleting authors at revision stage may be justifiably 
warranted. A letter must accompany the revised manuscript to explain 
the role of the added and/or deleted author(s). Further documentation 
may be required to support your request. 

 Requests for addition or removal of authors as a result of authorship 
disputes after acceptance are honored after formal notification by the 
institute or independent body and/or when there is agreement 
between all authors. 

 Upon request authors should be prepared to send relevant 
documentation or data in order to verify the validity of the results. This 
could be in the form of raw data, samples, records, etc. Sensitive 
information in the form of confidential proprietary data is excluded. 



If there is a suspicion of misconduct, the journal will carry out an 
investigation following the COPE guidelines. If, after investigation, the 
allegation seems to raise valid concerns, the accused author will be 
contacted and given an opportunity to address the issue. If misconduct has 
been established beyond reasonable doubt, this may result in the Editor-in-
Chief’s implementation of the following measures, including, but not 
limited to:

 If the article is still under consideration, it may be rejected and returned to the 
author.

 If the article has already been published online, depending on the nature and 
severity of the infraction, either an erratum will be placed with the article or in 
severe cases complete retraction of the article will occur. The reason must be 
given in the published erratum or retraction note. Please note that retraction 
means that the paper is maintained on the platform, watermarked 
"retracted" and explanation for the retraction is provided in a note 
linked to the watermarked article.

 The author’s institution may be informed.



Ethics in Publishing (STR)
Please see our information pages on Ethics in publishing and 
Ethical guidelines for journal publication.
Declaration of interest 
All authors must disclose any financial and personal relationships 
with other people or organizations that could inappropriately 
influence (bias) their work. Examples of potential conflicts of 
interest include employment, consultancies, stock ownership, 
honoraria, paid expert testimony, patent applications/ 
registrations, and grants or other funding. Authors must disclose 
any interests in two places: 
1. A summary declaration of interest statement in the title page 

file (if double-blind) or the manuscript file (if single-blind). If 
there are no interests to declare then please state this: 
'Declarations of interest: none'. This summary statement will 
be ultimately published if the article is accepted. 

2. Detailed disclosures as part of a separate Declaration of 
Interest form, which forms part of the journal's official 
records. It is important for potential interests to be declared in 
both places and that the information matches. More 
information

https://www.elsevier.com/publishingethics
https://www.elsevier.com/journal-authors/ethics
http://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/286/supporthub/publishing


Changes to authorship (STR)
Authors are expected to consider carefully the list and order of 
authors BEFORE submitting their manuscript and provide the 
definitive list of authors at the time of the original submission. 
Any addition, deletion or rearrangement of author names in the 
authorship list should be made only BEFORE the manuscript 
has been accepted and only if approved by the journal Editor. 
To request such a change, the Editor must receive the following 
from the CORRESPONDING AUTHOR: (a) the reason for the 
change in author list and (b) written confirmation (e-mail, 
letter) from all authors that they agree with the addition, 
removal or rearrangement. In the case of addition or removal of 
authors, this includes confirmation from the author being 
added or removed.
Only in exceptional circumstances will the Editor consider the 
addition, deletion or rearrangement of authors AFTER the 
manuscript has been accepted. While the Editor considers the 
request, publication of the manuscript will be suspended. If the 
manuscript has already been published in an online issue, any 
requests approved by the Editor will result in a corrigendum.



This journal is part of our Article Transfer Service. 
This means that if the Editor feels your article is 
more suitable for another journal, you may be 
asked to consider transferring your article to the 
alternative journal of your choice. If you agree, 
your article will be transferred automatically on 
your behalf with no need to reformat. More 
information about this can be found here: 
http://www.elsevier.com/authors/article-
transfer-service.

http://www.elsevier.com/authors/article-transfer-service


This journal offers authors a choice in publishing their research: 

Subscription
• Articles are made available to subscribers as well as 

developing countries and patient groups through our 
universal access programs.

• No open access publication fee payable by authors.

Open access 
• Articles are freely available to both subscribers and the wider 

public with permitted reuse.
• An open access publication fee is payable by authors or on 

their behalf, e.g. by their research funder or institution.

Regardless of how you choose to publish your article, the journal 
will apply the same peer review criteria and acceptance 
standards.

https://www.elsevier.com/access


For open access articles, permitted third party (re)use is 
defined by the following Creative Commons user licenses:

Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY)

Lets others distribute and copy the article, create extracts, abstracts, and other 
revised versions, adaptations or derivative works of or from an article (such as a 
translation), include in a collective work (such as an anthology), text or data mine 
the article, even for commercial purposes, as long as they credit the author(s), do 
not represent the author as endorsing their adaptation of the article, and do not 
modify the article in such a way as to damage the author's honor or reputation.

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs (CC BY-NC-ND)

For non-commercial purposes, lets others distribute and copy the article, and to 
include in a collective work (such as an anthology), as long as they credit the 
author(s) and provided they do not alter or modify the article.

The open access publication fee for this journal is USD 2500, excluding taxes. 
Learn more about Elsevier's pricing policy: 

http://www.elsevier.com/openaccesspricing.

https://www.elsevier.com/openaccesslicenses
http://www.elsevier.com/openaccesspricing


Authors can share their research in a variety of different ways and Elsevier 
has a number of green open access options available. We recommend 
authors see our green open access page for further information. Authors 
can also self-archive their manuscripts immediately and enable public 
access from their institution's repository after an embargo period. This is 
the version that has been accepted for publication and which typically 
includes author-incorporated changes suggested during submission, peer 
review and in editor-author communications. Embargo period: For 
subscription articles, an appropriate amount of time is needed for journals 
to deliver value to subscribing customers before an article becomes freely 
available to the public. This is the embargo period and it begins from the 
date the article is formally published online in its final and fully citable 
form. Find out more.

This journal has an embargo period of 24 months.

http://elsevier.com/greenopenaccess
https://www.elsevier.com/about/open-science/open-access/journal-embargo-finder/


Researcher Academy is a free e-learning platform 
designed to support early and mid-career 
researchers throughout their research journey. The 
"Learn" environment at Researcher Academy offers 
several interactive modules, webinars, 
downloadable guides and resources to guide you 
through the process of writing for research and 
going through peer review. Feel free to use these 
free resources to improve your submission and 
navigate the publication process with ease.

https://researcheracademy.elsevier.com/


List funding sources in this standard way to facilitate compliance to funder's 
requirements:

Funding: This work was supported by the National Institutes 
of Health [grant numbers xxxx, yyyy]; the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, Seattle, WA [grant number zzzz]; and 
the United States Institutes of Peace [grant number aaaa].
It is not necessary to include detailed descriptions on the program or type of 
grants and awards. When funding is from a block grant or other resources 
available to a university, college, or other research institution, submit the name 
of the institute or organization that provided the funding.

If no funding has been provided for the research, please include the following 
sentence:

This research did not receive any specific grant 
from funding agencies in the public, commercial, 
or not-for-profit sectors.



….. “The funders had no role in study 
design, data collection and analysis, 
decision to publish, or preparation of the 
manuscript.” …..



 Follow internationally accepted rules and conventions: use the 
international system of units (SI). If other units are mentioned, please give 
their equivalent in SI. Abbreviate units of measure only when used with 
numerals.

 Authors and Editor(s) are, by general agreement, obliged to accept the 
rules governing biological nomenclature, as laid down in the International 
Code of Botanical Nomenclature, the International Code of Nomenclature of 
Bacteria, and the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. 

 All biotica (crops, plants, insects, birds, mammals, etc.) should be 
identified by their scientific names when the English term is first used, 
with the exception of common domestic animals. 

 All biocides and other organic compounds must be identified by their 
Geneva names when first used in the text. Active ingredients of all 
formulations should be likewise identified. 

 For chemical nomenclature, the conventions of the International Union of 
Pure and Applied Chemistry and the official recommendations of the 
IUPAC-IUB Combined Commission on Biochemical Nomenclature should be 
followed. 



Present simple formulae in the line of normal text where possible. In 
principle, variables are to be presented in italics. 
Number consecutively any equations that have to be displayed separate from 
the text (if referred to explicitly in the text). 
Subscripts and superscripts should be clear. 
Greek letters and other non-Roman or handwritten symbols should be 
explained in the margin where they are first used. Take special care to show 
clearly the difference between zero (0) and the letter O, and between one (1) 
and the letter l. 
Give the meaning of all symbols immediately after the equation in which 
they are first used. For simple fractions use the solidus (/) instead of a 
horizontal line. 
Equations should be numbered serially at the right-hand side in parentheses. 
In general only equations explicitly referred to in the text need be numbered. 
The use of fractional powers instead of root signs is recommended. Also 
powers of e are often more conveniently denoted by exp. 
Levels of statistical significance which can be mentioned without further 
explanation are: *P <0.05, **P <0.01 and ***P <0.001. 
In chemical formulae, valence of ions should be given as, e.g., Ca2+, not as 
Ca++. Isotope numbers should precede the symbols, e.g., 18O.



Electronic artwork 
General points 
 Make sure you use uniform lettering and sizing of your 

original artwork. 
 Embed the used fonts if the application provides that option.
 Aim to use the following fonts in your illustrations: Arial, 

Courier, Times New Roman, Symbol, or use fonts that look 
similar. 

 Number the illustrations according to their sequence in the text. 
 Use a logical naming convention for your artwork files. 
 Provide captions to illustrations separately. 
 Size the illustrations close to the desired dimensions of the 

published version. 
 Submit each illustration as a separate file.

A detailed guide on electronic artwork is available.
You are urged to visit this site; some excerpts from the detailed 
information are given here.

https://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions


 Color artwork:

Please make sure that artwork files are in an acceptable 
format (TIFF (or JPEG), EPS (or PDF), or MS Office files) 
and with the correct resolution. If, together with your 
accepted article, you submit usable color figures then 
Elsevier will ensure, at no additional charge, that these 
figures will appear in color online (e.g., ScienceDirect 
and other sites) regardless of whether or not these 
illustrations are reproduced in color in the printed 
version. For color reproduction in print, you will 
receive information regarding the costs from Elsevier 
after receipt of your accepted article. Please indicate 
your preference for color: in print or online only. Further 
information on the preparation of electronic artwork.

https://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions


 Figure captions:

 Ensure that each illustration has a caption. 

 Supply captions separately, not attached to the 
figure.

 A caption should comprise a brief title (not on 
the figure itself) and a description of the 
illustration. 

 Keep text in the illustrations themselves to a 
minimum but explain all symbols and 
abbreviations used.



 Please submit tables as editable text and not as images. 

 Tables can be placed either next to the relevant text in 
the article, or on separate page(s) at the end.

 Number tables consecutively in accordance with their 
appearance in the text and place any table notes below 
the table body. 

 Be sparing in the use of tables and ensure that the data 
presented in them do not duplicate results described 
elsewhere in the article. 

 Please avoid using vertical rules and shading in table 
cells.

Some jounals, like Plos One and ASDE, do not 
support text footnotes



 Citation in text

 Please ensure that every reference cited in the text is also 
present in the reference list (and vice versa). 

 Any references cited in the abstract must be given in full. 

 Unpublished results and personal communications are 
not recommended in the reference list, but may be 
mentioned in the text. If these references are included in 
the reference list they should follow the standard 
reference style of the journal and should include a 
substitution of the publication date with either 
'Unpublished results' or 'Personal communication’. 

 Citation of a reference as 'in press' implies that the item 
has been accepted for publication.



Web references

As a minimum, the full URL should be given and the 
date when the reference was last accessed. 

Any further information, if known (DOI, author 
names, dates, reference to a source publication, etc.), 
should also be given. 

Web references can be listed separately (e.g., after the 
reference list) under a different heading if desired, or 
can be included in the reference list.



Data reference
This journal encourages you to cite underlying or relevant 
datasets in your manuscript by citing them in your text and 
including a data reference in your Reference List. 

Data references should include the following elements: 
author name(s), dataset title, data repository, version 
(where available), year, and global persistent identifier. 

Add [dataset] immediately before the reference so we can 
properly identify it as a data reference. 

The [dataset] identifier will not appear in your published 
article.

References in a special issue

Please ensure that the words 'this issue' are added 
to any references in the list (and any citations in 
the text) to other articles in the same Special Issue.



Reference management software
Most Elsevier journals have their reference template available in 
many of the most popular reference management software 
products. These include all products that support Citation Style 
Language styles, such as Mendeley and Zotero, as well as 
EndNote. Using the word processor plug-ins from these products, 
authors only need to select the appropriate journal template when 
preparing their article, after which citations and bibliographies 
will be automatically formatted in the journal's style. If no 
template is yet available for this journal, please follow the format 
of the sample references and citations as shown in this Guide.
Users of Mendeley Desktop can easily install the reference style 
for this journal by clicking the following link: 
http://open.mendeley.com/use-citation-style/soil-and-tillage-
research
When preparing your manuscript, you will then be able to select 
this style using the Mendeley plugins for Microsoft Word or 
LibreOffice. 

http://citationstyles.org/
http://www.mendeley.com/features/reference-manager
http://www.zotero.org/
http://endnote.com/downloads/styles


Reference style

Text: All citations in the text should refer to: 

1. Single author: the author's name (without initials, unless there 
is ambiguity) and the year of publication; 

2. Two authors: both authors' names and the year of publication;

3. Three or more authors: first author's name followed by 'et al.' 
and the year of publication. 
Citations may be made directly (or parenthetically). Groups of references should 
be listed first alphabetically, then chronologically. 

Examples: 'as demonstrated (Allan, 2000a, 2000b, 1999; Allan 
and Jones, 1999). Kramer et al. (2010) have recently shown ....' 
List: References should be arranged first alphabetically and 
then further sorted chronologically if necessary. More than 
one reference from the same author(s) in the same year must 
be identified by the letters 'a', 'b', 'c', etc., placed after the year 
of publication. 



Examples:
Reference to a journal publication: 
Van der Geer, J., Hanraads, J.A.J., Lupton, R.A., 2010. The art of writing a 
scientific article. J. Sci. Commun. 163, 51–59. 
Reference to a book: 
Strunk Jr., W., White, E.B., 2000. The Elements of Style, fourth ed. 
Longman, New York. 
Reference to a chapter in an edited book: 
Mettam, G.R., Adams, L.B., 2009. How to prepare an electronic version of 
your article, in: Jones, B.S., Smith , R.Z. (Eds.), Introduction to the 
Electronic Age. E-Publishing Inc., New York, pp. 281–304.
Reference to a website:
Cancer Research UK, 1975. Cancer statistics reports for the UK. 
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/aboutcancer/statistics/cancerstatsrep
ort/ (accessed 13 March 2003).
Reference to a dataset:
[dataset] Oguro, M., Imahiro, S., Saito, S., Nakashizuka, T., 2015. Mortality 
data for Japanese oak wilt disease and surrounding forest compositions. 
Mendeley Data, v1. https://doi.org/10.17632/xwj98nb39r.1.



Journal abbreviations source 

Journal names should be abbreviated according to 
the List of Title Word Abbreviations

http://www.issn.org/services/online-services/access-to-the-ltwa/


Elsevier accepts video material and animation sequences to support 
and enhance your scientific research. Authors who have video or 
animation files that they wish to submit with their article are strongly 
encouraged to include links to these within the body of the article. This can 
be done in the same way as a figure or table by referring to the video or 
animation content and noting in the body text where it should be placed. 
All submitted files should be properly labeled so that they directly relate to 
the video file's content. . In order to ensure that your video or animation 
material is directly usable, please provide the file in one of our 
recommended file formats with a preferred maximum size of 150 MB per 
file, 1 GB in total. Video and animation files supplied will be published 
online in the electronic version of your article in Elsevier Web products, 
including ScienceDirect. Please supply 'stills' with your files: you can 
choose any frame from the video or animation or make a separate image. 
These will be used instead of standard icons and will personalize the link to 
your video data. For more detailed instructions please visit our video 
instruction pages. Note: since video and animation cannot be embedded in 
the print version of the journal, please provide text for both the electronic 
and the print version for the portions of the article that refer to this content.

http://www.sciencedirect.com/
https://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions


The journal encourages authors to create an 
AudioSlides presentation with their published 
article. AudioSlides are brief, webinar-style 
presentations that are shown next to the online 
article on ScienceDirect. This gives authors the 
opportunity to summarize their research in their 
own words and to help readers understand what 
the paper is about. More information and 
examples are available. Authors of this journal 
will automatically receive an invitation e-mail to 
create an AudioSlides presentation after 
acceptance of their paper.

https://www.elsevier.com/audioslides


 This journal supports Mendeley Data, enabling 
you to deposit any research data (including raw 
and processed data, video, code, software, 
algorithms, protocols, and methods) associated 
with your manuscript in a free-to-use, open access 
repository. Before submitting your article, you can 
deposit the relevant datasets to Mendeley Data. 
Please include the DOI of the deposited dataset(s) 
in your main manuscript file. The datasets will be 
listed and directly accessible to readers next to 
your published article online. 

 For more information, visit the Mendeley Data for 
journals page.

https://www.elsevier.com/authors/author-services/research-data/mendeley-data-for-journals


Corresponding authors will receive an e-mail with a link to our 
online proofing system, allowing annotation and correction of proofs 
online. The environment is similar to MS Word: in addition to editing text, 
you can also comment on figures/tables and answer questions from the 
Copy Editor. Web-based proofing provides a faster and less error-prone 
process by allowing you to directly type your corrections, eliminating the 
potential introduction of errors.
If preferred, you can still choose to annotate and upload your edits on the 
PDF version. All instructions for proofing will be given in the e-mail we 
send to authors, including alternative methods to the online version and 
PDF.
We will do everything possible to get your article published quickly and 
accurately. Please use this proof only for checking the typesetting, editing, 
completeness and correctness of the text, tables and figures. Significant 
changes to the article as accepted for publication will only be considered at 
this stage with permission from the Editor. It is important to ensure that all 
corrections are sent back to us in one communication. Please check carefully 
before replying, as inclusion of any subsequent corrections cannot be 
guaranteed. Proofreading is solely your responsibility.



The corresponding author will, at no cost, receive a 
customized Share Link providing 50 days free access to 
the final published version of the article on ScienceDirect. 
The Share Link can be used for sharing the article via any 
communication channel, including email and social 
media. For an extra charge, paper offprints can be ordered 
via the offprint order form which is sent once the article is 
accepted for publication. Both corresponding and co-
authors may order offprints at any time via Elsevier's 
Webshop. Corresponding authors who have published 
their article open access do not receive a Share Link as 
their final published version of the article is available open 
access on ScienceDirect and can be shared through the 
article DOI link.

https://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/share-link
http://www.sciencedirect.com/
http://webshop.elsevier.com/myarticleservices/offprints


Visit the Elsevier Support Center to find the 
answers you need. Here you will find everything 
from Frequently Asked Questions to ways to get 
in touch.
You can also check the status of your submitted 
article or find out when your accepted article will 
be published

http://service.elsevier.com/app/home/supporthub/publishing
http://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/5971/kw/5971/p/13783/supporthub/publishing
http://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/5981/kw/5981/p/13783/supporthub/publishing


Referees (STR)

Please submit, with the manuscript, the names, 
addresses and e-mail addresses of five potential 
referees. The referees must not have a conflict of 
interest with any of the authors or the content of 
the manuscript. For this reason, do not submit 
referees who are part of your or your co-authors' 
institutions, or referees you or your co-authors 
have collaborated with in the past three years. 
Ideally referees from several different countries are 
invited. Potential referees should be experts in the 
field of your research, having published peer-
reviewed papers on the subject. Note that the 
editor retains the sole right to decide whether or 
not the suggested reviewers are used.



This journal operates a single blind review 
process. All contributions will be initially assessed 
by the editor for suitability for the journal. Papers 
deemed suitable are then typically sent to a 
minimum of two independent expert reviewers to 
assess the scientific quality of the paper. The 
Editor is responsible for the final decision 
regarding acceptance or rejection of articles. The 
Editor's decision is final. More information on 
types of peer review.

https://www.elsevier.com/reviewers/what-is-peer-review




Authors be urged to only submit manuscripts that are 
READY and MATURE (follow GFA, English, science/content)

Authors should not anticipate that reviewers would do 
authors’ jobs. 

Our online submission system guides you stepwise through the 
process of entering your article details and uploading your files. 

The system converts your article files to a single PDF file used in 
the peer-review process. Editable files (e.g., Word, LaTeX) are 
required to typeset your article for final publication. All 
correspondence, including notification of the Editor's decision and 
requests for revision, is sent by e-mail.

Submit your article

Please submit your article via http://ees.elsevier.com/still/

http://ees.elsevier.com/still/


 Submitting a manuscript to a journal is like 
entering a competition that you are trying to 
win;

 Your success is determined by a group of 
judges using a defined set of selection criteria 
including scientific merit of the finding and 
GFA of the journal;

So, understanding and meeting the selection 
criteria of the journal are necessary to optimize 
your publication success



 The editor is responsible for maintaining the 
journal reputation by publishing scientific merit 
articles within the journal scope

 Editors use reviewers to assist selecting and 
improving manuscripts for publication

 The editor will read the manuscript and make 
initial decision as to whether it will be sent to 
reviewers

 Before sending it to reviewers, the editor will reject 
the manuscripts that:
 does not meet the journal scope
 are poor in language or structure
 show clear or obvious flaws in the science



 Submitting a manuscript online to a journal is 
easy and simple 

 There are minor differences in steps and things 
to include during the submission for various 
journals

 However, there are general requirements 

 The system will guide you stepwise through 
the process



 You can use this list to carry out a final check of your submission 
before you send it to the journal for review. Please check the relevant 
section in this Guide for Authors for more details. 

 Ensure that the following items are present:

 One author has been designated as the corresponding author with 
contact details:
• E-mail address
• Full postal address 

 All necessary files have been uploaded:
Manuscript:
• Include keywords
• All figures (include relevant captions)
• All tables (including titles, description, footnotes)
• Ensure all figure and table citations in the text match the files 
provided
• Indicate clearly if color should be used for any figures in print
Graphical Abstracts / Highlights files (where applicable)
Supplemental files (where applicable)



 Further considerations
• Manuscript has been 'spell checked' and 'grammar 
checked'
• All references mentioned in the Reference List are cited 
in the text, and vice versa
• Permission has been obtained for use of copyrighted 
material from other sources (including the Internet)
• A competing interests statement is provided, even if the 
authors have no competing interests to declare
• Journal policies detailed in this guide have been 
reviewed
• Referee suggestions and contact details provided, based 
on journal requirements 

 For further information, visit our Support Center

http://service.elsevier.com/app/home/supporthub/publishing/


 We now differentiate between the 
requirements for new and revised submissions. 

 You may choose to submit your manuscript as 
a single Word or PDF file to be used in the 
refereeing process. 

 Only when your paper is at the revision stage, 
will you be requested to put your paper in to a 
'correct format’ for acceptance and provide the 
items required for the publication of your 
article.
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Agronomy for Sustainable Development only accepts online submission, 
at the following address:

http://www.editorialmanager.com/asde

Authors must justify that their manuscript fit the journal Aims and 
Scope. Therefore, they must select the classification item(s) 
corresponding to the main topic of their manuscript. 

The manuscript must be accompanied by a cover letter containing 
the article title, the full first name (no initial) and last name of all 
the authors, a paragraph describing the claimed novelty of the 
findings versus current knowledge, and a list of six suggested, 
international reviewers (title, name, postal address, Email 
address). The suggested reviewers must have no conflict of interest 
with the authors; they should not be co-authors of previous 
publications co-signed by the authors. 

The ORCID identifier is mandatory for the corresponding author. 



Submit your article

Please submit your article via http://ees.elsevier.com/still/

Referees

Please submit, with the manuscript, the names, addresses and 
e-mail addresses of five potential referees. The referees must 
not have a conflict of interest with any of the authors or the 
content of the manuscript. For this reason, do not submit 
referees who are part of your or your co-authors‘ institutions, 
or referees you or your co-authors have collaborated with in 
the past three years. Ideally referees from several different 
countries are invited. Potential referees should be experts in 
the field of your research, having published peer-reviewed 
papers on the subject. Note that the editor retains the sole 
right to decide whether or not the suggested reviewers are 
used.

http://ees.elsevier.com/still/


 Upon submission, articles enter the preselection 
process. 

 At that stage, the general quality of the manuscript 
and its compliance with scope and author 
instructions are evaluated by the Managing Editor
and the Editors in chief. 

 The pre-selected articles are then assigned to an 
Associate Editor and at least two external reviewers, 
in a single blind process.

 The Associate Editor submits his/her decision to the 
Managing Editors, which communicates a final 
decision to the authors. When revisions are requested, 
the authors are asked to answer point by point to each 
reviewer comment. The revised manuscript returns to 
the same Associate Editor and is eventually evaluated 
again by the same or by alternative reviewers. 



Upon acceptance of the manuscript, the journal 
requests that the authors provide a short post on 
their article, that will be published in the journal 
blog (http://ist.blogs.inra.fr/agronomy/). The 
purpose of this post is to convert the main research 
information into easily accessible language in order to 
be understandable by the largest possible audience. 
This post must be accompanied by a relevant photo 
in landscape format. 

At the production stage, author should carefully 
examine the article proofs. No major corrections such 
as change in authorship will be accepted at this stage. 



Upload a cover letter as a separate file in the online 
system. The length limit is 1 page.

The cover letter should include the following information:

 Summarize the study’s contribution to the scientific 
literature

 Relate the study to previously published work

 Specify the type of article (for example, research article, 
systematic review, meta-analysis, clinical trial)

 Describe any prior interactions with PLOS regarding 
the submitted manuscript

 Suggest appropriate Academic Editors to handle your 
manuscript (see the full list of Academic Editors)

 List any opposed reviewers

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/static/editorial-board


Date: ………………

The Managing Editor 
Australian Journal of Botany

Re Manuscript:
‘Arbuscular mycorrhizal associations of the southern Simpson Desert’
P.J. O’Cornor, F.A. Smith and S.E. Smith

Dear Dr Zhu,

Please find attached the manuscript “Arbuscular mycorrhizal associations of the 
southern Simpson Desert”. This manuscript examines the mycorrhizal status of 
plants growing on the different soils of the dune-swale system of the Simpson 
Desert. There have been few studies of the ecology of the plants in this desert and 
little is known about how mycorrhizal associations are distributed amongst the 
desert plants of Australia. We report the mycorrhizal status of 47 plant species for 
the first time. The manuscript has been prepared according to the journal’s 
Instructions for Authors. We believe that this new work is within the scope of your 
journal and hope that you will consider this manuscript for publication in the 
Australian Journal of Botany.

We await your response and comments of reviewers.

Yours sincerely,

P.J. O’Cornor
From: Cargill & O’Connor, 2013

Semua kalimat yang dituliskan punya makna yang 

kuat bagi keterterimaan manuskrip yang dikirim







Referee’s Evaluation Form 

General questions      Reviewer number: ____________ 

1. Is the contribution new?       □Yes □No 

2. Is the contribution significant?      □Yes □No 

3. Is it suitable for publication in the Journal?     □Yes □No 

4. Is the organization acceptable?      □Yes □No 

5. Do the methods and treatment of results conform to acceptable 

scientific standard       □Yes □No 

6. Are all conclusions firmly based in the data presented?   □Yes □No 

7. Is the length of the paper satisfactory?     □Yes □No 

8. Are all illustrations required?      □Yes □No 

9. Are all the figures and tables necessary?     □Yes □No 

10. Are figure legends and table titles adequate?     □Yes □No 

11. Do the title and abstract clearly indicate the content of the paper?  □Yes □No 

12. Are the references up to date, complete, and the journal titles  

correctly abbreviated?       □Yes □No 

13. Is the paper excellent, good or poor?  □Excellent □Good  □Poor 

Please use a separate sheet for your comments. 

Recommendation 

□Accepted without alteration 

□Accept after minor revision 

□Review again after major revision 

□Reject 

 

Reviewer’s signature: ___________________ Date of review: _____________________ 

What about:
Language?
Journal’s interest?




